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Lazarus 
daily devotional 

  
  

  
We invi t e  you  to  use  th i s  dai ly  devot iona l  gu ide to  
complement  our  curren t  se rmon ser i es ,  “ Lazaru s” .    

 
Each  d evot ion  wi l l  tak e you  deeper  in to  the  
concept s  p resen ted  dur ing  Sunday  morn ing  

messages .  
 

To  l i s t en  to  sermons in  th i s  ser i es  v i s i t  
www.cressetchurch . com/se rmons  
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Day 1 
 
Verse to Remember: “Take away the stone,” He said.” (John 11:39)   
 
Key Thought:  God likes to work through people.  
   
I am sure that Jesus could have moved the stone Himself if He had wanted to, but there is 
a lesson to be learned in His request of the others to do it instead. See, they did not want to 
take away the stone because the body was stinking by now. They did not want to take 
away the stone because their brother was past help, in their own minds.   
 
They did not want to take away the stone because they had already lost hope.  It had been 
four days… 
 
Four days of mourning.  
Four days of crying.  
Four days of waiting on a Jesus that had yet to show up.  
 
By this time, they were glad that Jesus was there to comfort them, but they really had no 
idea that Jesus could turn this hopeless situation around. Jesus’ request that they take away 
the stone required faith on their behalf.  This allowed them a part in their own 
breakthrough. So what does this mean to you today?  
 
Yes, your situation might seem hopeless, beyond repair, and even impossible. But we 
serve a God that can turn hopeless situations around. We serve a God that specializes in 
our impossibilities. I have often times said that desperation is the breeding ground of 
miracles. God often places us in hopeless situations so that our desperation causes us to 
focus on no one but Him. If this is you today, if you are in a desperate situation, God can 
still turn your hopeless situation around.   
 
Think About it:   

 When have you felt that you were in a hopeless situation? What gave you the 
confidence to press through? 

 What is the “stone” (obstacle, hardship, hopeless situation) in your life that needs 
to be moved?  

 Has God asked you to do anything to help Him turn your hopeless situation 
around? Have you obeyed? 

 
Worship Moment:   
“Ain’t No Grave” by Loft Worship https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJb_ftDU0uk  
 
 
Excerpt from: “Taking Away the Stone” from “Lessons from Lazarus” by Rick Pina Ministries 
http://todaysword.org/teaching-series/development/lessons-from-lazarus/   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJb_ftDU0uk
http://todaysword.org/teaching-series/development/lessons-from-lazarus/
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Day 2 
   

Verses to Remember: “Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43) 
 

Key Thought: God can do all things.   
 

There must have been a fairly large crowd at Lazarus’s tomb, for many people had come 
to grieve with Martha and Mary. But they wouldn’t have expected something 
extraordinary to happen. What could happen in a cemetery? 
 
But then Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Would you have stepped forward to help? A 
few people obviously did, for the tomb was soon opened. Then every eye must have been 
on Jesus. There must have been a tense, nervous silence as they waited to see what he 
would do. 
 
And what Jesus did was look up and speak aloud with his heavenly Father. He wanted to 
make clear that he and the Father were in this together. In the sorrow, in the anger, and in 
the battle against death, they were together—one. 
 
Then Jesus spoke. But he didn’t address “death” or Satan or “the darkness.” He didn’t 
dignify the enemy by speaking to it. Instead he addressed his friend: “Lazarus, come 
out!” And Lazarus, one of us, heard Jesus’ voice and came out of his tomb! Then his life-
filled body was restored to his loved ones. 
 
Jesus had healed people, fed people, and walked on water. But this! Jesus also raised the 
dead! 
 
Jesus will also call our names and bring us out of death—into life that will never end. 
“Do you believe this?” (John 11:26). 

 

Think About It:  
 Some people have speculated that Jesus had to specify Lazarus when he called 

him out of the tomb because if he had simply said “come out”, then all of the 
dead bodies in the area would have come to life! Reflect on that thought. If 
Jesus had not specified which body to come out of the tomb, then ALL bodies 
would have walked out alive again. Does this give you a new understanding of 
Jesus’ ability to do ALL things?  

 
Worship Moment:   
“Glorious Day” by David Crowder https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWHCa7HQrK8  
 
 
 
Excerpts from: “He Will Call our Name” by Harvey Stob for ReFrame Media devotions 
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/he-will-call-our-name-2013-11-17   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWHCa7HQrK8
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/he-will-call-our-name-2013-11-17
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Day 3 
 
Verse to Remember: “Father, I thank you that you have heard me.” (John 11:41) 
 
Key Thought:  When you pray, God listens.  
 
One of the most striking things about Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the dead is the 
intimacy of this story. Jesus’ human connection of friendship, caring, and grief with Mary 
and Martha over Lazarus’s death shows that Jesus is like us.  
 
Jesus built friendships. He expressed feelings and emotions. He experienced sorrow and 
empathy. Further, I believe that when Jesus cried out for Lazarus to come from the tomb, 
that cry rose from a grief not only for his friend but also for all humanity stuck in death’s 
grip. As he stood before that tomb of death, Jesus’ heart broke for you and me too. 
 
But death and grief don’t win the day here. They don’t have the last word.  
 
God is the one whose breath animates every living thing. And Jesus the Son is so 
intimately connected to the Father that there’s no doubt about the Father hearing his 
prayers. Jesus prays aloud for the benefit of those around him: “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me.” (John 11:41) 
 
Then Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. With the power of God, Jesus looks death square 
in the face without fear, though he knows how frightened we are by it. Jesus can stand at 
the graveside with gratitude because he knows God’s plan to bring us life through his own 
death. And today he wants you and me to know it too. Believe the good news! 
 
 
Think About It:  

 How does Jesus’ example of talking with His Father encourage you? 
 Faced with a difficult situation, do you acknowledge that God always hears your 

prayers? 
 What miracle do you need to believe God for in your life right now? How will 

prayer play a part? 
 
 

Worship Moment:   
“Stand in Your Love” by Josh Baldwin https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFizRY8w0-I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpt from: “Gratitude at the Graveside” by Ruth Boven for ReFrame Media devotions 
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/gratitude-at-the-graveside   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFizRY8w0-I
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/gratitude-at-the-graveside
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Day 4 
 

Verse to Remember: “Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you 
light.” (Ephesians 5:14) 
  

Key Thought:  No disease is more deadly than sin—the cross is its only cure. 
  
Gary Dockery, like a 20th-century Rip Van Winkle, slept in a coma for over 7 years. He 
was a police officer who had been shot in the head while on duty. Unconscious and 
unable to communicate, he was dead to the world. 
 
Then a medical miracle occurred. He awoke! He immediately recognized his family and 
told his two sons he loved them. For 18 hours he talked, recalling the past and learning 
what had happened during his long sleep. After emergency surgery to drain fluid from his 
lungs, however, Dockery never regained the same level of consciousness. He died a year 
later. 
 
Many people who are physically alive are existing in a spiritual coma. They are unaware 
of divine realities, totally out of communication with God, and dead to the supernatural 
world. But just as Jesus raised Lazarus physically from the grave, the Holy Spirit can 
give new spiritual life to those who respond to the urgent entreaty, “Awake, you who 
sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light” (Ephesians 5:14). 
 
How thankful you can be, if you are alive in Christ, that you were aroused from your 
spiritual slumber! But if you have been unresponsive to God in the past, today is the time 
to wake up! He will give you eternal life. 
 
 

Think About It:  
 Rather than promising Martha a miracle, Jesus invites her to trust him to work for new 

life. What is the difference between these two approaches to God? 
 The effects of physical death are obvious. Lazarus died physically and was lifeless, 

decaying, and producing a stench. But what does spiritual death mean and/or look 
like? 

 In what ways has God raised you from the dead? What are some old "grave clothes" 
that must be shed for you to feel truly free in Christ? 

 
 

Worship Moment:   
“We Are” by Kari Jobe https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TmCoIwqmtA  
 
 
 
 
Excerpt from: “Dead while Alive” by Vernon Grounds for Our Daily Bread online 
https://odb.org/1998/02/19/dead-while-alive/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TmCoIwqmtA
https://odb.org/1998/02/19/dead-while-alive/
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Day 5 
  

Verse to Remember: “Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see 
the glory of God?'” (John 11:40) 
 

Key Thought:  We see God’s glory in special ways all around us.  
 

How wonderful to behold the glory of God! And in varying degrees you and I have the 
capability and opportunity of doing that very thing in our everyday lives.  
 
Jesus here, of course, is talking to Martha about her brother Lazarus, whom He was just 
about to raise from the dead. The message is plain: “Because you believed, Martha, you 
will see the glory of God in the raising of Lazarus.” 
 
Because you and I dare to believe God today, against all evidence and appearances to the 
contrary, He will let us see something of His glory. Just what is meant by that? 
 
Most scholars agree that the glory of God- in this context at least- refers to the power and 
goodness displayed in the resurrection of Lazarus. That holds endless possibilities of 
fulfillment. 
 
When people believe in Jesus Christ as Son of God, Lord, and Savior, they will see the 
glory of God all around them every day. Jesus planned to demonstrate the glory of God 
(power and goodness) when He raised Lazarus from the dead, when He died on the cross 
for our sins, when He rose from the dead on the third day, and later when He ascended 
into heaven. As children of God, we see God’s glory in special ways all around us.  
 
Amazing, isn’t it, that the simple matter of believing often is so difficult for the believer, 
although “believers” are what we are called. May our Lord increase our faith by driving 
us into His Word, since “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by His Word.” (Romans 
10:17) 

 
Think About It:   

 What do you think it means to see the "glory of God" (John 11:40)  
 Based on your faith experience, what do you expect the “glory of God”? 
 In what ways, if any, can God be glorified through sickness? Through death?  

 
 

Worship Moment:   
“Show me your Glory” by Third Day https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JilGDh4nS-Y  
  

 
 
 

Excerpt from: “See God’s Glory” by Bill Bright for Campus Crusade for Christ 
https://808bo.com/2018/10/11/campus-crusade-for-christ-bill-bright-see-gods-glory-3/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JilGDh4nS-Y
https://808bo.com/2018/10/11/campus-crusade-for-christ-bill-bright-see-gods-glory-3/

