
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The Death” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“The Death” 



2 

 
  

Lazarus 
daily devotional 

  
  

  
We invi t e  you  to  use  th i s  dai ly  devot iona l  gu ide to  
complement  our  curren t  se rmon ser i es ,  “ Lazaru s” .    

 
Each  d evot ion  wi l l  tak e you  deeper  in to  the  
concept s  p resen ted  dur ing  Sunday  morn ing  

messages .  
 

To  l i s t en  to  sermons in  th i s  ser i es  v i s i t  
www.cressetchurch . com/se rmons  
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Day 1 
 
Verse to Remember: “When He heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness is not unto death. 
NO, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” (John 11:4) 
 
Key Thought:  There is purpose behind our problem.  
   
John’s 11th chapter opens up with mention of a man named Lazarus being sick.  This 
man was from Bethany and was the brother of Mary and Martha. This was the same Mary 
who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped His feet with her hair. So the sisters sent word 
to the Jesus, “Lord, the one who you love is sick.” (John 11:3) When He heard this, Jesus 
said, “This sickness is not unto death. NO, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be 
glorified through it.” (John 11:4) 
 
This is a family that loved God and whom was loved by God. Whenever Jesus would 
come to town, He stayed with them and He enjoyed their presence. Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus had a special relationship with Jesus, one that many possibly wished they could 
have. Their relationship, however, would not exonerate them from tragedy reaching their 
home. Sickness seemingly creeped in through the night and struck Lazarus. He must have 
been really sick, because the sisters sent word to Jesus. This was their desperate attempt to 
deal with a situation that was bigger than anything they could control.   
 
What was Jesus’ response to all of this? Did He jump up and immediately run to Bethany?  
Did He speak the Word and dispatch healing angels through the air? Did He send the 
disciples to work on His behalf? No, He hung around where He was for two more days.  
Why?  Because He already knew what the end of the issue would be and that there was 
purpose wrapped up in this sickness. 

 
Think About it:   
So what does this mean to you today? Think over these truths John 11 teaches: 

 Being a Christian does not mean that we will never go through any storms. 
 Whenever situations enter your life that are bigger than your capacity to handle, take 

it to the Lord in prayer. 
 When you pray, remember that you are not sending breaking news to God, like a 

reporter on the front lines. He knows everything that has and will ever happen to us. 
 Whatever He permits to enter the arena of our lives, He has purpose wrapped up in. 
 His timing is not our timing. 
 Never give up on God, no matter how grim the circumstances may seem! 

 
Worship Moment:   
“Sovereign over Us” by Michael W. Smith https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lay-r2g52SQ   
 
Excerpt from: “Never Give Up on God” devotional by Rick Pina Ministries http://todaysword.org/teaching-
series/development/lessons-from-lazarus/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lay-r2g52SQ
http://todaysword.org/teaching-series/development/lessons-from-lazarus/
http://todaysword.org/teaching-series/development/lessons-from-lazarus/
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Day 2 
   

Verses to Remember: “After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” (John 11:11)  

 

Key Thought: We serve a Savior who knows what it is like to suffer, even to the point of death.  
 

Jesus laid aside the privileges and glory of His deity when He became a man. As a result, 
He had to face life’s trials and tests just as we do (Phil. 2:5-8). Like us, He had to 
exercise trust in God His Father. 
 
We see this in the story about Lazarus. Jesus deliberately delayed departing for Bethany 
when He heard that Lazarus was sick. By waiting, He was exercising faith in His Father’s 
wisdom and power. He knew it was His Father’s will that Lazarus die so that God would 
be glorified (John 11:4). 
 
Because of His faith, Jesus returned to a place where an attempt had been made on His 
life (v.8). And even though He had never restored to life a person who had been buried, 
He declared confidently, “I go that I may wake him up” (v.11). 
 
His disciples might have wondered why Jesus didn’t heal Lazarus before he died. Why 
go into dangerous territory when He had the power to perform miracles from a distance? 
(Matthew 8:5-13). But Jesus didn’t question His Father’s leading. He went forward with 
perfect trust in His wisdom. 
 
Although we may not see clearly the end result of the trials we face, we can have 
confident faith in our heavenly Father. We can trust God to glorify Himself and to work 
out His good purposes through us. 

 

Think About It:  
 Will you believe Jesus at His word? Even if He delays His response? Even if 

you can't ever see the fruit in this life? Even if the blanks remain blank and the 
questions unanswered?  

 
 
 
Worship Moment:   
“Even If” by Mercy Me https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6fA35Ved-Y  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts from: “Jesus, Man of Faith” by Herbert Vander Lugt for Our Daily Bread 
https://odb.org/1996/06/02/jesus-man-of-faith/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6fA35Ved-Y
https://odb.org/1996/06/02/jesus-man-of-faith/
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Day 3 
 
Verse to Remember: “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at 
work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.” (Ephesians 
3:20)  
 
Key Thought:  It isn’t over until it’s over. 
 
When tragedy, hardship, or even death comes into our lives, we might ask, “If God really 
loved me, then why did He let this happen?” It’s hard to see through eyes that are filled 
with tears. Though we cannot see how the situation will end or why it has come upon us, 
we can know that it flows from the love of God and is controlled by Him. 
 

If you are not a Christian, however, when tragedy strikes, when heartache hits, when death 
comes, there are no words of comfort that I have to offer. But Christians can know that 
everything must first come through God’s protective screen that He has placed around His 
children. 
 

When Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus that their brother Lazarus was sick, they wanted 
a healing. But Jesus wanted to do more than heal Lazarus; He wanted a resurrection. By the 
time He arrived in Bethany, Mary and Martha were honestly upset. Yes, Jesus loved 
Lazarus. But He wanted to do something even more dramatic in his life. 
 

If God is not coming through when we expect Him to, there is a reason for it. Do we ever 
stop and think that God might want to do more? Do we ever stop and think that God might 
want to do abundantly above and beyond that which we could ask or think? If God closes 
one door, He will open another. 
 

Maybe you’re frustrated or even a little upset with God right now. Maybe something you 
were hoping for hasn’t happened, and you’re saying, “God has let me down.” Hang on. It 
isn’t over until it’s over. You don’t know what the Lord has in store. His delays are to be 
interpreted in the light of His love—and not the other way around. 
 
Think About It:  

 Have you ever had a time when you needed a friend and they did not come through?  
 How did you feel? 
 In what ways will this story change the way you respond to a personal difficulty or a 

time when you feel God is not responding? 
 
Worship Moment:   
“The Cross Has the Final Word” by Cody Carnes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaWGAer0FAk   

 
 
 
 
 

Excerpt from: “If God really Loved me” by Greg Laurie of Harvest Fellowship Church 
https://harvest.org/resources/devotion/if-god-really-loved-me-2/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaWGAer0FAk
https://harvest.org/resources/devotion/if-god-really-loved-me-2/
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Day 4 
 

Verse to Remember: “14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.” (John 11:14-15)  
  

Key Thought:  The Lord’s timing is always right.   
  
Jesus knew his friend Lazarus was deathly ill. Jesus also knew what no one else did: God 
would raise Lazarus from his grave. Still, Lazarus’s sisters were pleading with Jesus to 
come and heal their brother. Instead, he waited till Lazarus died. Why? To show God’s 
power over death. 
 
Lazarus probably didn’t appreciate Jesus’ delayed arrival. With his life slipping away, 
Lazarus may have wondered, “Where is Jesus? Why doesn’t he come?” But Jesus’ 
mission was not about his friends’ timeline. It was about God’s. The Lord’s timing is 
always right. And here, to demonstrate his dominance over death, Jesus waited till 
everyone could be absolutely sure that Lazarus was dead. 
 
Now, Jesus’ intentional delay does not mean he was insensitive to grief. He too “was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled,” and he wept. While people then and now may 
reason that he wept because of Lazarus, it was surely even deeper than that. Jesus wept 
because death is still our enemy. Far from being insensitive about death, Jesus came to 
take on the curse of death for us. And his purpose in all of this was God’s glory, so that 
we might believe in God and in his power, through Jesus, to cancel our sin and give us 
new life forever in his presence. 

 
Do you believe in this Savior? 
 
 

Think About It:  
 Did Jesus love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus? (Read John 11:1-3) 
 What bad thing happened to Lazarus, whom Jesus loved? 
 What bad thing has happened to you or your loved one? 
 How has God used your difficult situations to bring about good in your life or  

in the lives of others? 
 

 
Worship Moment:   
“Waiting Here for You” by Christy Nockels https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3OEGnH5x8g  
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpt from: “Lazarus is Dead” daily devotional by Norman Brown for ReFrame Media 
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/lazarus-is-dead  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3OEGnH5x8g
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/lazarus-is-dead
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Day 5 
  

Verse to Remember: “an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His 
voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those 
who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. (John 5:28-29) 
 

Key Thought:  There is nothing like death to make us desire resurrection. 
 

Death is the great enemy, though many of us live in denial of it. Our culture tries to hide 
death. We don’t see bodies in the streets, as in some parts of the world. Corpses go 
straight to the morgue or the funeral home — out of sight and out of mind. Many of us 
have never seen a dead body. Fewer have witnessed a person actually die. We would 
rather not think about death, we don’t like to talk about it, and we’d prefer to pretend it 
won’t happen to us. 
 
But it will happen to us. In fact, in one hundred years from now, everyone reading this 
will be dead. Does that sound harsh? That’s because it is harsh! But it is also true. 
 
Only as we confront the reality of death will we appreciate the hope of resurrection. 
There is nothing like death to make us desire resurrection. 
 
John 11 begins with a sick Lazarus. His sisters Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus to 
come to Bethany (John 11:1–3). But Jesus does not go right away. He delays. In fact, he 
waits two days — until Lazarus is dead (John 11:4–7, 11, 14) — because he knows 
exactly what he is about to do. 
 
Jesus knew that he was going to raise Lazarus from the dead before he was told that 
Lazarus was ill. In spite of knowing what was going to happen, he still allowed those he 
loved to experience the pain and difficulty of death in order to achieve the higher purpose 
of building faith and glorifying God. In times of pain and difficulty, know that God is 
with you in the midst of the trial and that he can use your pain and struggle to build your 
faith and bring glory to himself. 

 
Think About It:   

 How has God used your difficult situations to bring about good in your life or in the 
lives of others? 

 How will this  help you to pray for and support friends who are going through a 
difficult time? 

 
 

Worship Moment:   
“Death was Arrested” by North Point Church https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwgWbIOt0ko  

 
 

Excerpt from: “It’s Never Too Late for Jesus” by Constantine Campbell for Desiring God ministries 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/its-never-too-late-for-jesus  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwgWbIOt0ko
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/its-never-too-late-for-jesus

