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Lazarus 
daily devotional 

  
  

  
We invi t e  you  to  use  th i s  dai ly  devot iona l  gu ide to  
complement  our  curren t  se rmon ser i es ,  “ Lazaru s” .    

 
Each  d evot ion  wi l l  tak e you  deeper  in to  the  
concept s  p resen ted  dur ing  Sunday  morn ing  

messages .  
 

To  l i s t en  to  sermons in  th i s  ser i es  v i s i t  
www.cressetchurch . com/se rmons  
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Day 1 
   

Verses to Remember: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 
 

Key Thought: Even in your pain, God is working for your good.   
 

Grief, loss, and pain are an inevitable part of life. But did you know that God uses these things to 
help us grow? He does it in three ways. 
 

First, God uses pain to get our attention. C. S. Lewis wrote, “God whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain.” Pain is God’s megaphone. We rarely change 
when we see the light. We change when we feel the heat. 

 

Second, God brings good out of bad. One of the most famous verses in the Bible is Romans 8:28: 
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him” (NIV). 
 

When you experience a loss, it’s an opportunity to grow in character. You can’t control the pain 
you go through, but you can decide whether it’s going to make you bitter or better. You decide 
whether it’s going to be a stepping-stone or a stumbling block. You have to remember that even 
in your pain, God is working for your good. 
 

Third, God prepares us for eternity. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, “These little 
troubles are getting us ready for an eternal glory that will make all our troubles seem like 
nothing. Things that are seen don’t last forever, but things that are not seen are eternal. That’s 
why we keep our minds on the things that cannot be seen” (CEV). 
 

You’ve probably heard me say before that you’re not taking your car to heaven. You’re not 
taking your china or your clothes to heaven; you’re not taking your career to heaven. But you are 
taking your character. You are taking you. 
 

God’s more interested in your character development than in your comfort. Why? Because you 
can get comfortable in heaven, but life is the get-ready stage. This is the learning stage. This is 
the warm-up act. God uses your troubles here on Earth to get you ready for an eternal glory. 
That’s a comfort. 
 

When you’re in pain, you need to ask, “What is God doing?” Is he trying to get your attention? Is 
he trying to bring good out of bad? Is he preparing your character for heaven? 

 

Think About It:  
 What does it mean that God is working for your good? Does it mean that God only 

lets good things happen to believers? 
 Why is it often easier to focus on today’s realities than on the promise of heaven? 
 How can you prepare yourself now so that you are ready to hear from God when you 

are in a time of pain? 
 
Worship Moment:   
“Your Love Never Fails” by Bethel Church https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NX0j4wI-m9Y  

 
Excerpts from: “How God uses grief to Help us Grow” by Rick Warren online https://pastorrick.com/how-god-
uses-grief-to-help-us-grow/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NX0j4wI-m9Y
https://pastorrick.com/how-god-uses-grief-to-help-us-grow/
https://pastorrick.com/how-god-uses-grief-to-help-us-grow/
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Day 2 
 

Verse to Remember: “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.” (John 11:33) 
  

Key Thought:  God grieves like you and me.   
  
At the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus surveyed the scene. Mary, Martha, and the others were all 
weeping and mourning. And Jesus wept. Tears rolled down His cheeks. 
 
Jesus wept tears of sympathy for Mary and Martha and for all of the sorrow caused by sin 
and death through all the long centuries of human existence. The Bible says that He was 
"a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief" (Isaiah 53:3). When you have lost someone 
you love, He knows and understands the pain and hurt deep inside your soul. Maybe 
other people never will completely understand, but Jesus has wept with you. 
 
His tears also were tears of sorrow for Lazarus. Those tears were for one who had known 
the bliss of Heaven and now would have to return to a wicked earth where he would have 
to die all over again. 
 
Jesus also wept tears for the unbelief of the people: "Therefore, when Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was 
troubled" (John 11:33). Jesus was troubled. And He was angry. 
 
The ravages of sin in the world He had created stirred deep emotions in His heart. His 
wonderful, original plan, His perfect creation, had been deeply marred by sin. Death was 
a part of the curse, and it angered Jesus to see the devastating effect sin had on humanity. 
 
Some may wonder, “Well, why doesn’t He do something about it?” He has. He went to 
the cross of Calvary and died for our sins so that death doesn’t have to be the end. There 
is life beyond the grave for the Christian. There is something beyond . . . something we 
can look forward to. 
 
And it’s all because He laid down His life to rescue us. 
 

Think About It:  
 How does someone comfort the grieving? When you go through pain and suffering in 

your life, do you gain strength and comfort knowing that Jesus sympathizes with you? 
 If Jesus knew that He would raise Lazarus from the dead, why would He take time to cry? 

 
Worship Moment:   
“He Knows” by Jeremy Camp https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1UH3gZ16wk  
 
Excerpt from: “When God Cried” by Greg Laurie of Harvest Christian Fellowship 
https://harvest.org/resources/devotion/when-god-cried-2/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1UH3gZ16wk
https://harvest.org/resources/devotion/when-god-cried-2/
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Day 3 
 
Verse to Remember: “‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
(Revelation 21:4) 
 
Key Thought:  When God wipes out the effects of sin, He will wipe out the need for tears. 
 
A friend whose young daughter was killed in a car accident in May 2005 told me: “I cried 
easily before Natalie’s accident. . . . Now I am always crying. Sometimes the tears just slip 
out.” 
 
Anyone who has suffered such intense personal tragedy understands what she is talking 
about. 
 
Is there anything wrong with crying? Or do we have biblical evidence to suggest that it’s 
okay to cry? 
 
Jesus gives us the answer. Lazarus, a close friend of His, had died. When Jesus arrived at 
the home of Lazarus’ sisters, they were surrounded by friends who had come to console 
them. Jesus saw Mary and Martha and their friends mourning, and He too was overcome. 
Sorrowing with them, “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). 
 
Sadness, tears, and mourning are familiar territory for everyone on this earth—even for 
Jesus. His tears tell us that it’s okay if tears “just slip out.” And they remind us that the 
reason tears of sorrow will be extinct in eternity is that “there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain” (Rev. 21:4). 
 
When God wipes out the effects of sin, He will wipe out the need for tears—one more 
reason to look forward to eternity. 
 
 
Think About It:  

 Have you ever cried for someone you did not know? Is that a helpful response? 
 Can you picture God as having emotions? Does God cry? Laugh? Become angry? 

 
 
 
Worship Moment:   
“There will be a Day” by Jeremy Camp https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlXp4PBi7oc  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpt from: “Jesus Cried” by Dave Branon for Our Daily Bread https://odb.org/2007/03/08/jesus-cried/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlXp4PBi7oc
https://odb.org/2007/03/08/jesus-cried/
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Day 4 
 
Verse to Remember: “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25-26) 
 

Key Thought:  Death is not the end.  
   

Jesus was saying to His grieving friend, "Martha, listen to Me. Death is not the end! 
You’re acting as though it is over with. It is not over with." And at this point, I think He 
was speaking of something greater and more profound than the resurrection of Lazarus, 
which He would accomplish within that very hour. After all, raising Lazarus from the 
dead — exciting and joyful as that may have been—was only a temporary proposition. 
Lazarus would just have to die again in a few years. 
 

I think the bigger message was this: "Death is not the end. This is temporary. One day I 
will get rid of death altogether, and whoever believes in Me will live forever." 
 

Jesus wept at the death of His friend and at the sorrow of Lazarus’s two grieving sisters. 
But the death of His friend also brought Him anger. 
 

John 11:33 tells us, "Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled." 
 

The Greek word used for troubled here could be translated "angry." Why was Jesus angry? 
Was He angry with Mary and Martha for not believing? I don’t think so. I think Jesus was 
angry at death itself because this was never God’s plan. God’s plan was to have us live 
forever. God’s plan was that these bodies would never age or wear out or experience 
sickness or limitations. 
 

So He was angry over that, and He wept. But these weren’t tears of frustration. God is 
never frustrated. Jesus was angry and then did something about it that had been planned 
from eternity past. He gave up His life on a Roman cross, dying for the sins of the world, 
and then He rose again from the dead. The Bible says He has become the "firstfruits" of 
those who sleep, which means that He went before us. 
 

And because He went before us into death and came out victorious on the other side, those 
of us who now live and will face death someday can be confident and unafraid. 
  

Think About it:   
 How often do you reflect on the reality that one day you will die? What sort of 

thoughts and emotions do you have when you consider the prospect of dying? 
 Should death be tragic for the Christian? If so, in what sense? 

 

Worship Moment:   
“Death was Arrested” by People of the Earth https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7q-EHPM4AaQ  
 

Excerpt from: “Death is not the End” by Greg Laurie of Harvest Christian Fellowship 
https://harvest.org/resources/devotion/death-is-not-the-end/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7q-EHPM4AaQ
https://harvest.org/resources/devotion/death-is-not-the-end/
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Day 5 
  

Verse to Remember: “43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 
face. (John 11:43-44) 
 

Key Thought:  Resurrection gives me life.   
 

The shortest verse in the Bible, in the King James Version at least, is just two words, “Jesus 
wept” (John 11:35). Though only 10 characters, too short even to tweet, that verse has 
tremendous significance, especially when we are struggling to find hope. 
 

But the story of Lazarus doesn’t end with a weeping Jesus. Instead, the narrative ends with a 
three-word command: “Lazarus come out!” and a formerly dead man walks out of his grave as 
empty tomb evidence that God is in the business of resurrecting death and giving new life.  

 

Jesus’ actions in John 11 show us two important things:  
 
1. Comfort. There is comfort in knowing we don’t worship a stoic God. The God we know in 

Christ Jesus feels our pain and knows our loss. He weeps with us. 
 

We also worship a God who can take our frustration. Mary and Martha vent, and so can we. 
As it is in any healthy relationship, we need to be open and honest with those we love, even 
when we are angry with them. If anyone can take it, certainly Jesus can. 
 

It is also a comforting reminder that even while we are going through our pain, and Jesus 
feels far from us, it is not because he doesn’t love us. He loved Lazarus, the Bible tells us, 
even while not taking his illness from him. 

 

2. New life 
Lazarus’ story does not end with his death. At his tomb, Jesus calls Lazarus’ name and the 
crowds watch in disbelief as Lazarus emerges…alive. While Mary and Martha thought Jesus 
had come too late to help, we learn there is never a “too late” with God. 
 

We may believe our situation is hopeless. We may not see a solution. We may not have a 
clue how to get out of the mess in which we find ourselves. In Jesus, though, there is always 
hope. There is always the possibility of new life, not just some day in the great by-and-by, 
but here in this life. This is the whole point of Jesus’ resurrection – new life today, and a new 
life to come. 

 

Think About It:   
 What moved Jesus to tears? Is compassion something that someone is born with or can it be 

learned? If so, how does one become more compassionate? 
 In this text, Jesus shows that he has power over death. But if Jesus had not conquered death on the 

cross—if death had the last word, and there was no life to be found on the other side—would you 
still find meaning or hope in your life? Why or why not? 

 

Worship Moment:   
“Resurrecting” by Elevation Worship https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf8Zzn4nOzc  

 
Excerpt from: “Jesus Wept: Finding God’s comfort when times are Bad” by Joe Lovino  http://www.umc.org/what-
we-believe/jesus-wept-finding-gods-comfort-when-times-are-bad  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf8Zzn4nOzc
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/jesus-wept-finding-gods-comfort-when-times-are-bad
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/jesus-wept-finding-gods-comfort-when-times-are-bad

